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(1) Tokyo has an extensive railway network with many trains and excellent
punctuality. However, the roads are extremely crowded so using rental cars
is not recommended.

(1)’In Tokyo, the railway transportation system is well-developed with
frequently running trains and punctual service. But street traffic is terrible,
so visitors may be wise to avoid using rental cars.

extensive / well-developed
punctual (n.= punctuality)
be recommended / be wise to do

b=

traffic

(2) The most convenient means of transportation from Tokyo to Kyoto is the
bullet train. The fastest shinkansen reaches Kyoto from Tokyo in about two
and a half hours.

(2)’ The shinkansen is the most convenient means of transportation for those
traveling between Tokyo and Kyoto. The fastest shinkansen makes the
Tokyo to Kyoto run in about two and a half hours.

means of transportation means

2.2 two and a half hours / two hours and a half

(3) Kyoto has subway systems, too, but the most common means of
transportation is the bus. For touring around Kyoto, the one-day bus pass
i1s recommended.

(3)’ There are subway systems in Kyoto, too, but the bus is the most common
means of transportation. When you travel around Kyoto, a convenient
option is for you to buy the one-day bus pass.

subway systems the subway
2. tour [travel / go] around

one-day bus pass
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(4) Today, the four main islands of Japan are all connected by railways, but
traveling from Tokyo to Hokkaido or Kyushu, flying would be more
convenient.

(4)’ The four major islands of Japan are now connected with railroads, but if
you travel from Tokyo to Hokkaido or Kyushu, it would be more
convenient to use an airline.

be connected by [with]
2. would be more convenient / it would be more convenient
(for you) to do You’d better do.

(5) JR, or Japan Railways, used to be a state-owned network, but after
privatization it was divided into six independently-operated organizations.

(5)’JR, or Japan Railways, were once state-owned railways, but they were
privatized and now consist of six groups that are operated independently.

state-owned / national
privatization (v.= privatize)

be divided into  / consist of

PR D=

be operated / be run

(6) It is very difficult to secure parking in Tokyo, and even if one does, the
parking charges are expensive. As a result, the number of cars owned per
1,000 people is the lowest among all the prefectures.

(6)’ Finding a parking space is difficult in Tokyo, and once found the parking
charges are steep. The result is that Tokyo’s car ownership is the lowest
among all the prefectures [...the percentage of people who own cars in
Tokyo is the lowest among all the prefectures].

1. parking (U) / a parking space (C) / a parking lot (C)

2. secure  / find

3. per  people [person]

4. ownership per  people
the percentage of people who own cars

5. all the prefectures
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(1) Japan has a constitutional monarchy system. The Emperor, who is the
symbol of the state, does perform some ceremonial functions but possesses
no real political powers as provided by the Constitution.

(1)’ Japan’s government is a constitutional monarchy. The Emperor is the
symbol of the state but has no sovereign rights. His political roles are
ceremonial as stipulated in the Constitution.

a constitutional monarchy system
the symbol of the state

political powers power

b=

as provided by [stipulated in] the Constitution

(2) The Diet in Japan consists of the House of Representatives and the House
of Councilors. Both houses are comprised of elected legislators representing
the nation.

(2)’ The Japanese Diet consists of the House of Representatives, or the Lower
House, and the House of Councilors, or the Upper House. The members of
both houses are elected to represent the public.

1. the Diet
Congress / the Parliament
the House of Representatives
3. the House of Councilors

4. be comprised of / be composed of / consist of
(3) The Cabinet in Japan is based on the Diet Cabinet System, in which the
majority of the ministers have to be appointed from among Diet members.

(3)’ Japan has the Diet Cabinet System. In this system, more than half of the
ministers need to be Diet members.

1. the Cabinet
the majority of  / more than half of

be appointed from among
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(4) In Japan, until 1945 when the revised election law took effect, women had
had no suffrage rights. Today, all men and women aged 20 or over are
eligible to vote.

(4)’ In Japan, there were no female suffrage until 1945 when the revised
electoral laws were put into effect. Today, all men and women aged 20 or
over have voting rights.

take effect / be put into effect

suffrage
3. 20 aged 20 or over < aged 20 or under 20
over 20 21 under 20 20
4. do be eligible to do / have the right to do

(5) Japanese society is aging rapidly, and a drastic revision of the pension and
medical insurance systems is required for the future.

(5)’ Japanese society is quickly graying, and it is necessary to radically reform
the pension and medical insurance programs for the future.

1. aging / graying
the aging society / the graying society
2. revision / reform (n.)
revise, reform, revamp
3. the pension system

the pension program, the pension scheme

(6) The birthrate in Japan has been declining. Critical issues that must be
tackled are the high costs of education and the lack of daycare centers.

(6)’ Japan has seen consistent declines in the birthrate. There is an urgent need
to solve the problems of rising educational expenses and the lack of
childcare facilities.

1. birthrate
2. tackle the problem
deal with, address, cope with
3. the lack of
4. day care center / day care facilities

facilities
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