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Globalization is changing our world in many ways. It is argued that when
products, information and people easily move across borders, we become more similar
and national identity then becomes less important. | can’'t agree with this idea.

Here in Japan, people watch Hollywood movies and even adopt English words
like mansion. Does that make us less Japanese? | think not. We interpret the movies
based on our values, not American values. And a mansion in Japan is a condominium,
not a huge house. We may receive things from overseas, but they don’'t change our
national identity.

We also see that some nations or groups have nationalistic reactions to the
effects of global society. France regulates the amount of English in the mass media.
We aso see some ethnic groups react violently to what they perceive as threats from
outsiders. It is obvious that people will defend their culture and their national identity.

In aglobal society, people move across borders more often. My own experience
of traveling has helped me understand more about my culture and national identity.

As a member of today’s global society, | don't feel my identity as a Japanese
has been weakened at al. In fact, my experiences have strengthened my feelings of

being Japanese. (210 words)
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