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  (Part 1 ～ Part 4)設問 No. 1 ～ No.27リスニングテスト

 No. 26  No. 274 1

 No. 21  No. 22  No. 23  No. 24  No. 253 2 3 2 3

 No. 16  No. 17  No. 18  No. 19  No. 204 1 3 4 1

 No. 11  No. 12  No. 13  No. 14  No. 152 1 2 3 4

 No. 6  No. 7  No. 8  No. 9  No. 104 2 1 3 3

 No. 1  No. 2  No. 3  No. 4  No. 53  4 2 1 1
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“Yes” Answer 

In a democratic society, we place great value on freedom of speech. 
This basic right should be valued and protected. Nevertheless, freedom of 
speech does have limits. Restrictions are necessary. 

First, let’s consider public safety. If the government is investigating a 
crime or a terrorist threat, the news media should not be allowed to freely 
report that. Public safety comes first. On the other hand, if the news media 
criticizes the government or the police for how they handle an incident of 
crime or terrorism, then that should be protected under freedom of speech. 

Increasingly, the Internet allows people to express their opinions quite 
freely. In many ways this is a double-edged sword. Sometimes people 
misunderstand what freedom of speech means. Since the Internet enables 
people to communicate anonymously, government regulation is all the 
more indispensable.

Expressing strong opinions can cause heated arguments. Although a 
vehement argument is desirable, if someone uses words to deliberately 
hurt or bully another, this crosses a line. Furthermore, if the words aren’t 
true, there may have been a violation of laws regarding slander and libel.

In a democracy, it is important to protect the freedom of speech. 
Nevertheless, there have to be some limits. Of course, not all of us will 
agree on those limits. Thus, it is vital that the people, the media, the 
government and the courts all evaluate any limits and restrictions.   

                                                                                             (231 words)



“No” Answer 

Freedom of speech is guaranteed by the Japanese Constitution. Every 
democracy places great value on this basic right. Therefore, any restriction 
on this right is never justified. 

The basic idea of freedom of speech is that we are allowed to express 
our opinion freely. In a democracy, we are even allowed to criticize those 
in power. This makes perfect sense because in a democracy the politicians 
and government officials work for us. 

Unfortunately, politicians and government officials do not always 
want to accept this basic fact. Any effort to limit freedom of speech is a 
threat to democracy. This is especially true of the news media. The news 
media plays a critical role in a democracy. If government officials are not 
doing their jobs properly, it is important for the news media to report this. 

Of course, freedom of speech does not allow someone to say anything 
they want to say. That’s common sense. If you disagree with your boss, 
you might get fired. If your words create danger for other people, you 
might be censured or arrested. And if you are shouting or amplifying your 
words in front of a school, a hospital, or even in a residential area, you can 
expect repercussions. Freedom of speech should be enjoyed responsibly 
depending on circumstances.

In conclusion, freedom of speech is an integral part of any democracy. 
It must be guarded and protected at all costs.    

                                                                                             (235 words)




