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A miniature tree, // preciously tended over the centuries / by a succession of

owners, / for whom more beauty was to be found / in the toad-like calluses of

gnarled bark and shrivelled roots, | the extended silhouette of twisted
branches, | the sudden efflorescence of spring buds | and their dying
autumnal blaze, / (than) in all the gold in China.
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O it (= bonsai in an auction at Sotheby’s) failed to reach its reserve price and was
bought in by the house for £28,000.0 00 0000it0000000000O0O
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They are quiet people, // individuals / whose idea of a good evening’s entertainment

at the club / consists of / impressing each other with long Latin plant names / in
between staring long and hard at a 12in-high tree, / their concentration broken by /
the occasional, daring snip at the odd twig here and there. / “Most people are

frightened to prune,” explains Paice. “It takes confidence.”
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For most Japanese shoppers, appearance and quality are very important, and this is
also true of products other than fruit. Actually, few Japanese consumers would buy
blemished fruit regardless of how delicious they might be. Japanese in general also
attach importance to uniformity, as is observed in school and company uniforms.
Products being identical in shape and size gives Japanese customers the impression

that the manufacturing process is well-organized and of high quality. (74 words)
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Down at the street level, // the shiny hauteur / gives way to / an anarchy of dust
and rubbish and food stalls and stinking slums // — but the slums aren’t sultry
ponds of lifelessness, // they’re frenzies of industry.
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and the traffic is a judder of congestion and mayhem, // steered by drivers in face
masks, / cheeks smudged with oily pollution.
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(So) precipitate has been / the rush out of the “old economy” shares and into “new

economy’’ ones / that there are now, in effect, two different equity markets.
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And with so much nervousness around, / if their prices show any signs of faltering,

// the fallout would hit out-of-favor and dot.com shares alike.
0000 withDO with A BOOOODAOBOOOOOOOOOOOO
O so much nervousness 0 around 000000000
Ofallot0 M OC0O00000O0OO00O0O
O alike O O out-of-favor (shares)O dot.com shares 000000000
goooog

O miss out 000 0 0000 Q underperformingd 0 O 0 0 O Q nervousnessd O O
Q falter10 00 00Q fallowtD 0000000

-7 -



000doooooooooooooooooodooooooomboooooD o
vbbobooobiboooboonoubibooiobmiboooood
EDDDDDDDDDDDD7ODDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD
0000000000000 0o00ooooooooooooog
ooooooooooo
gooogo

0 O O OOissued stock for sale to the general public

oooooo
0 doyenneD O OO0 0O0doyenO0 OO DM QA go publicOOOODOOO

O00o0ooooooooo0oooOoooomooooboooooooooon
DD]DDDDDDDDDDDDHDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD
0dodooooooooooboooooooooooooomooooooooooo
|DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD|DDDE@DDDDDDDDDDDDD
0d00DO0ooobOO00DoO0o0bOo0o0oDbo0obOOOoobOOoooboDooooOoan
dodo0odbOdooooodboooooobooooDoobOoooooooaoono
dooooooooooooomooooooomooooooooooooo
0000000000000 mOoooooooooooDoomao40
0500000000000 o00DO0dD0ooDOO00oDoOoDoDOOoooDoaon
dddd@oboooooo@mooooooooooooooOmooooooon
0do0oOo0dDOo0o0bOo00D0Dm@mbOoooOoooDbOoobOoooDoOoooDmoaon
do0o0ddo0o0dDO0D00d0oDOO00oo00oooDooooOOoooonDooooOoan
0do0o00d0ddo0bO0odobOddoodooo0ooDooOOoooooobOOooooDOon

googgo

0o0o00ddooodoooooDooOodooDb0oooooooDoooooo
0o

000000000000 0000000Othe end stages have often been

characterized by a narrowing of the market, and a growing reliance on a

shrinking number of spectacularly overvalued shares. When the bubble bursts,
it is these shares that fall hardest 000000000
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(1) malpractice / medical malpractice

(2) nursing care insurance

(3) tax withheld at the source
(4) windshield

(5) Shinto priest

(6) seaurchin

(7) hair of the dog

(8) exhibitiongame

(9) door-to-door delivery service

(10) meteorological observatory
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For foreign travelers visiting Japan from all over the world, eating is a travel pleasure

unequal to anything else. Since Japanese restaurants have increasingly been found in

major cities around the world in recent years, more foreigners now enjoy Japanese

food. Food represents the culture of the country, and therefore, for foreign visitors

to Japan, eating various local foods in different parts of Japan is not only a travel

pleasure, but also an important element of traveling to experience and understand

Japanese culture.
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