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Kimono are so beautiful. Why don’t you wear them more often?

—Western clothes are easier to move in, so we prefer
them for everyday wear.

— These days, kimono are mainly worn on special occa-
sions such as New Year, coming-of-age ceremonies,
graduation ceremonies and weddings.

—And at fireworks displays in summer, you'll see quite a few
people wearing a light, cotton kimono called a yukata.

—Some people still wear kimono on a daily basis, such
as teachers of the tea ceremony and the staff at tradi-

tional Japanese inns and restaurants.

Why are the toilets in Japan so high-tech?
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—They reflect the traditional Japanese approach to
craftsmanship, in which great care is taken to meet
users’ every conceivable need.

—Also, in Japan’s humid climate, it's important to keep
everything clean and hygienic. Most Japanese people
take a bath every day.

—For the same reason, many Japanese prefer toilets with

special cleaning features, such as a bidet function and
automatic flushing and deodorizing.

—And many people consider a heated toilet seat a must
in winter.

A%/ conceivable: 8E 183,
£/ flushing: 7K. %/ deodorizing: R 8,/
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I've heard that Japanese baths also have high-tech
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A public toilet | used the other day suddenly made

this sound all by itself. It gave me quite a start!

—Many Japanese people, especially women, feel
embarrassed about the noises they may make

features.
—That's right. Most household bathtubs can auto-
matically heat the water to a set temperature
and keep it at that temperature.
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I'd like to try wearing a kimono. Is there anywhere

I can do that?
—Many sightseeing spots have reasonably priced

kimono-rental services for tourists.
—They dress you in the kimono and do your hair,
and some will take your photo as well.

* sightseeing spot: #it1th/reasonably priced: SR AI#D,/
do someone’s hair: ~DEETYINTS
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Why is it so difficult to put on a kimono by yourself?
—A full kimono outfit has various pieces and
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&4 © a kimono with long, hanging
,, Sleeves (for an unmarried woman)
B1K : a single-layer kimono
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doesn't have buttons or zippers.

—It's all held in place only with cords and a sash,
adjusted to fit the wearer's body. It takes quite a
bit of skill to put it all together. -

—A kimono that isn’t put on properly
will soon start to come loose
as you move around.

% put on: ~%&% /outfit: (VEEBW
@) AR, hold...in place: &N
uBICEET S cord: 0% sash:
4 /adjust A to fit B: BIL&E EDA
%RET S, properly: EENIT, EBA
&/ come loose: W21, HEANTS

afét a double-layer kimono
4% : Japanese split-toed socks
B[ : Japanese thonged sandals
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when using a toilet.

—80 some toilets simulate a loud
flushing sound to mask such
noises.

*this: %, &3 /give...a start: - RFv
St3 . /feel embarrassed about: ~&Fi A
LSBS /simulate: ~%18{173,/ mask; ~%
&g

—Many also have a timer function as well
as systems to reheat the water or add
hot or cold water with the touch of a
button.

* set temperature: 3% %38 & function: 18t/
with the touch of a button: £9>—>7
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On National Foundation Day, February 11th, we

the enthronement of Emperor Jinmu, Japan’s
legendary first emperor.

celebrate the foundation of the Japanese nation

and promote patriotism. The day commemorates
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* patriotism: ZE (' commemorate: ~%:iER7 3/ enthrone-
ment: (£72.&0) BT legendary: fZ53.LD
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