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Reading 

[A]

Tokyo Skytree may already be two years old but it’s still the hottest at-
traction for both locals and tourists to enjoy a birds-eye view of the planet’s 
largest capital.

This addition to the expansive skyline serves a purpose higher than being 
a [(1)               ] selfie spot; it’s also a broadcast tower and the holder of 
the title of “World’s Tallest Tower.”.

The tower [(2)               ] from most places in the city but is most 
stunning from Asakusa, with happy snappers scoring pics of the “tree” in 
between more traditional temples and buildings. It truly makes for a great 
picture for social media brags.

With a designated subway stop specifically for the Skytree, it couldn’t be 
easier to reach. A fully modern shopping mall occupies the lower levels, but 
we’d recommend heading straight to the base of the tower, picking up your 
“reservation” slip, and then [(3)               ] for some shopping before it’s 
time to head up.  

At your reservation time, head up to the winding line to pay your $19.70 
ticket and take one of four elevators to the top. The zippy elevators are 
[(4)               ] part of the experience; each car is themed and decorated 
for one of the four seasons.

The first stop is the Tembo Deck, 1,148 ft in the air. This appetizer af-
fords 360-degree views of this city and, on a clear weather day, uninterrupt-
ed shots of Mt. Fuji. If all of this altitude makes you  [(5)               ]  or 
thirsty, there are a few snack bars and restaurants to wet your whistle and 
fill your belly.

Head up the elevators yet again for the main course, the Tembo Galleria, 
a glass-sided, tube-like corridor [(6)               ] a height of 1,476 ft above 
ground. After snapping plenty of pics and a ride down the same elevators, 
you’ll have the right to claim you’ve visited the world’s tallest tower and 
enjoyed a view of Tokyo unavailable to those who chose the typical ride up 
Tokyo Tower, Skytree’s competitor. 
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  @ Circle the word that fits in the blank.

 (1) popularly  /  popularize  /  popular  / populated

 (2) was seen /   can be seen  /  sees /  being seen

 (3) returning  /  to return /  will return / have returned

 (4) theirs  /   them  /  themselves / their

 (5) boring  /  angry  /  sleepy /  hungry

 (6) for /  at /  in /  on
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 brag 

 

designate

 

 uninterrupted

 

 corridor

 competitor
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[B]

When the ground shook, the ice buckled and the skating-rink building 
began collapsing around Japanese teenager Yuzuru Hanyu in March 2011, 
Sochi must have seemed a long way off. Survival suddenly trumped Olym-
pic training. Three years on, the 19-year-old has given his hometown of 
Sendai, in the heart of the earthquake-devastated Tohoku region, something 
to cheer about. On Friday, the figure skater won Japan’s first Winter Games 
gold medal since 2006.

And then Hanyu said something equally extraordinary, when asked by 
the media about March 11, 2011, a day many of his friends didn’t survive. 
“It’s a very difficult subject for me to talk about,” he said. “I think my ser-
vice to all those who were affected by the earthquake starts today.” This, he 
added, “is going to be the starting point for what I can do for the recovery.”

Well, allow me to offer some advice. Few people take this Olympic spirit 
stuff seriously. The runaway commercialism of sport has eclipsed what hap-
pens on the playing fields. The Games have become “American Idol” with 
sneakers and snowboards — a showcase for athletes vying for multimillion-
dollar endorsement contracts and little else. Yet Hanyu’s comments seem 
refreshingly selfless and give even us non-Sendai folks reason for hope.

If Hanyu genuinely wants to serve the people of Tohoku, he should bring 
their challenges before the eyes of the world. Sure, he can return home and 
give the usual inspirational talks to starstruck high school kids — “See, you 
can achieve anything with hard work!” — or hand out meals at the odd 
soup kitchen. Or Hanyu can do what’s really needed: demand that Japan’s 
government stop ignoring Tohoku.

Olympic champions can be powerful symbols, or they can just get their 
Nike contracts and live the good life. Hanyu seems sincere in wanting to be 
the former. All he needs to do is go home and wave to the cameras of the 
world.
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[B]

 buckle 

 trump 

 

 eclipse

 

 endorsement

 

 starstruck

 starstruck
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 (para. 1, line 1) When the ground 
shook, the ice buckled and the skat-
ing-rink building began collaps-
ing around Japanese teenager Yuzu-
ru Hanyu in March 2011, Sochi must 
have seemed a long way off.
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