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Eric Clapton, Paul McCartney, and Michael Douglas prove that women do not mind
hitching themselvesto drastically older men. Stephen Proulx, a zoologist at the University
of Toronto, has developed an evolutionary model that makes this behavior easier to

understand: it’s not just about money, but it’s not just about genes either.

The prevailing biological theory for matches between younger women and older men
is that mature males have proved the superior fitness of their DNA by the ( A ) fact
that they are still around. Using game theory and computer modeling, Proulx argues

instead that age-divergent coupling is rooted in appearance. Nearly every animal uses

some form of signaling display, such as a peacock’s plumage or a buck’s antler battles.
Such displays cost the animal alot of energy, and become increasingly hard to maintain
with age, so agood display by an elderly maleisa( B ) indicator of genetic quality
than a comparable show by a younger, stronger one.

In human terms, an older man flaunting ( C ) is more persuasive to a potential
mate than a young man making asimilar display. The show of wealth tendsto reflect the
fitness over time of the older man; from a young upstart, it might mean he has traded

long-term for short-term success. “It loosely translates to a young guy not blowing his

precious savings on a sportscar, while a 65-year-old figures, “What the hell,” " Proulx
says. “I call it the ‘Revenge of the Nerds' effect.”



(1) A B C

2 x3 6
(A) (a) above (b) only (c) just (d) mere
(B) (a) more famous (b) morereliable  (c) lessfamous  (d) lessreliable
(C) (a) anew Porsche (b) a peacock’s plumage
(c) anew Datsun (d) abuck’s antler
(2)
2 x 2 4
(a) widely accepted (b) now obsolete
(c) emerging (d) once fashionable
(a) adds (b) displays (c) shapes (d) thinks
(3) 4
4 7 1
3
(5) 1 2
(6) “he’ 5
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Divorce can be a traumatic experience wherever you are, no matter whom you're
married to, and there are certain issues that you should be aware of that are specific to
Japan. If your partner isforeign, then the regulations regarding divorce and child custody
are those of your home country, so contact your embassy. As for women who

permanently live in Japan and are married to Japanese men, I'm afraid that your

experience may be much more complicated. (DAnybody used to being able to divorce
because of “irreconcilable differences’ asin most states in the U.S. would be in for a
shock.

The divorce procedure for foreign women married to Japanese men is the same as

for Japanese couples. There are three types of divorce: divorce with consent, divorce
through mediation, and divorce through legal suits. When one person does not give
consent for the divorce, major problems begin. Y ou need to apply for a divorce through
mediation. You will be assigned two mediators and a judge who will listen to your
testimonies. If one partner doesn’t turn up at the mediation hearing, or you disagree on
the terms, or one person does not want the divorce, then you have to take it to the next
stage, which is divorce through legal suit at adistrict court with lawyers and translators.
This method can take years and is expensive. (Z)The court will then decide whether to
grant the divorce and, if so, upon which terms. Legal aid isavailable on aloan basis, and

the loan can be repaid in 3 installments after the proceedings.
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In cities with developed public transport systems like buses and subways, taxis are a

luxury means of transport. Only the higher-income and those in enough of a hurry to pay

the premium use them(. Only in cities where public transportation has yet to be fully
)

developed are taxis a means of transport for the masses. In today’ s Singapore, however,

the student, the office worker and even the domestic maid flag down taxis the
(A ) they hop onto buses elsewhere. The reason is simple: taxi faresin Singapore are
low. Fares are now only about half or athird of those in New Y ork, London or Tokyo.

Because taxi fares are probably below their true market rates, several oddities have
resulted on the Singapore taxi scene. One is the enormous range of add-on tariffs that
have been devised to increase the cabby’s takings without raising the basic fare rate,
such as the booking fee and the peak hour surcharge. The most impactful of these add-
on tariffsis, of course, the midnight surcharge, which, at 1.5 times the standard rate, has
been resulting in the notorious pre-midnight taxi disappearing acts peculiar only to
Singapore. If normal fares were higher and the after-midnight differential not so large,
taxi drivers would have less incentive to resort to such behaviour.

There are many and frequent complaints abi)ut taxi drivers, in particular about their
lack of courtesy and their dangerous driving habits. These behaviour traits may have
other causes, but low fares must count a(s )on_e. A cabby here needs about 20 fares per
day to make a decent living, so he literally rushes through each. By contrast, a Tokyo

cabby, who chargestwiceas ( B ), can presumably afford to slow down and offer

more courteous service.

—-10-
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That used to be a public bathhouse or “sento”. Sento have been around for
severa centuries, and have served both as bathing facilities and as a meeting
placefor peoplein the community. A typical sento chargesafew hundred yen
and has separate areas for men and women. Inside, thereisawashing areaand
alargetub for soaking. There used to be at |east one sento for each community.
Now that most Japanese homes have their own baths, the popularity of public
baths has declined, and many of the traditional sento have been forced out of

(A) (d)
(B) (b)
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(1) shoehorn
(2) the Nobel prizein [for] physics
(3) tag
(4) cloakroom / baggage room
(5) fortune-telling/ soothsaying
(6) stall / food stall / open-air stall / street stand / pushcart vendor
/ portable stall that sells noodles, other foods and drinks
(7) rice cooker / rice steamer
(8) grad school / graduate school
(9) shoplifting
(10) veto

Japan needsto devel op closer cooperativerelationswith foreign countriesin the
international society. To achievethis, itisimportant for Japan to promote mutual
understanding between Japan and other countries. From this viewpoint,
encouraging moreforeignersto visit Japan issignificant in that it enhancestheir
understanding of Japan.

cause

—-13-—



MEMO

14—




MEMO

—-15-—




] A

MR
CE-I;“}'JJ.—#HPX

Crzatie e ddaenn

=agilize

169-0075 2-14-5
TEL 03-5291-1820 FAX 03-5291-1821
http://www.cel-eigo.com

2F



