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In contrast to { A ) culture, that aspect of culture which is not easily visible and is therefore not readily noticeable
is called “C B ) culture” Take eating (putensils as an example. Nowadays the Japanese are accustomed to using
spoons and forks, and young people in particular can handle them as well as they can chopsticks. But if one observes
carefully, (2\(@) Occidentals, @utensils, @from, @their, Bthat, ®slichtly, Duse, ®is, @different, Wof, Wof,
(2these). When a Japanese eats soup with a spoon, he or she lifts it to his or her mouth in a line parallel to his or her
face. It follows therefore that he or she eats from the side of the spoon. Moreover, he or she sucks the liquid into his

or her mouth, an action attributable to the traditional Japanese way of ingesting suimono ‘Japanese soup,” which
literally means “something to suck in.”

An Occidental, ( 1 ), lifts a spoon to his or her face at an angle close to ninety degrees and eats from the 1:1p of the
spoon, and, ( 2 ) sucking in the liquid, he or she pours it in with the tip of the spoon placed relatlvely deep in the
mouth. ( 3 ) this, there are other differences—in posture, in the distance between the plate, mouth, and spoon—if we
only lock carefully enough.

( 4 ) Japanese and Occidentals may be using the same cultural item, there are structural differences that are
easily overlooked. Culture is composed of innumerable minute habitual behavior patterns, of which people themselves

are often unaware. Noticing this { C ) side is the key to understanding other cultures.
(Takao Suzuki. Words In Context. . ¥ —4feiR)
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In Shinto, the concept of (1)M is found in aspects of nature, such as mountains, waterfalls, stones, and natural
phenomena like thunder and typhoons, as well as in @the worship of ancestors. This belief system is also found
elsewhere in the world, where it is generally known as a form of animism. ( A ) sense of values, such as “the words
and rules of God” in the Judeo-Christian tradition, and (3\this has enabled it to coexist with other value systems that
have entered Japan from the outside. (Roger J. Davies and Osamu Tkeno (Eds). The Japanese Mind.)
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(1\Because Japanese society was authoritarian in nature, with rulers exercising godlike power over their subjects, it
became customary for people to give gifts to those in authority when they wanted favors or help of any kind, or just to
stay on good terms with them. (2\The higher the authority figures, the more important it was to give them gifts, and

the more protocol there was in selecting, wrapping, and presenting the gifts.
: (Boyé Lafayette De Mente. Japan’s C’u]turaf Code Words. X O — 4Rt
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