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The tea ceremony is the way to serve a bowl of tea to the guests.
FEFBERTOTRTHERRLVVET,

The guests enter the tea house through a small entrance called
the nijiri-guchi.
c20%iR YOO NEBEAYOPSRBIAYET.

A decorative scroll hanging in the alcove is a sign of welcome.
FROMOBI I IO ERLET,

A sprig of ume blossom is in a vase beside the scroll.
BFBOE S DTEANICBORAMS ATV ET,

From these seasonal decorations, the guests can feel and appreciate
the thought that the host has put into them.
ZhBOBEMIEHEE LISV EFETORVEBURYET,

Confections are served before the tea.
HKORCEFHEENET,

Tasting sweetness before drinking the tea can accentuate
the flavor of the tea.
HOETFZOICLAETRERD & ROKHPF|ZIULBET,

The powdered green tea, matcha, is mixed with hot water.
HREPERBETREATET.

A bamboo tea whisk called chasen is used.
REBTAEEICIIREEFOET,

A style of tea ceremony called wabicha was perfected by
Sen-no-Rikyu, a tea master, in the late 16th century.
FHIERIZ GRS R ORI ZRILE L,
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What is ichigo-ichie?

| —H—& ] LI T3 h?

Ichigo-ichie means “Treasure every encounter”. It is the primary teaching by Sen-no-Rikyu,
the perfector of the tea ceremony. The idea is that each encounter you experience is a very

precious, once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.aTherefore, you should appreciate and make the
most of every encounter, doing your best to show your heartfelt hospitality.
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make the most of~ | ~&#RKRAIC T2 heartfelt : ppo0

What is the difference between the afternoon tea in England and the tea ceremony in Japan?
FEDT IR Z =2 T4 —EHADFE DB EIZE I E T 97

Their social and cultural significances resemble in that both are based on the association
between the host and the guests appreciated through cultured communication, proper
manners, and interior decorations and furnishings. However, the tea ceremony is also
regarded as a form of self-discipline and places a great emphasis on spirituality, In addition,

there are different formalities depending on which school of tea ceremony is followed.

(3R]
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What is wabi-sabi?

[HE- B LTI A7?

The concept of wabi-sabi is an important feature of beauty in Japanese thinking. Wabi
refers to an aesthetic ideal created through deliberate simplicity in both art and life. The
idea is that only by recognizing that nothing is perfect, can one fully recognize beauty in art

and life. Sabi refers to an aesthetic ideal created through appreciation of the old and faded.
It is similar to a patina in an English sense, which increases as things or people age.

(R]
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What is “omotenashi’?

[ B TRLIEIMTTIA?

“Omotenashi” refers to the Japanese way of showing hospitality, where the host tries to
entertain the guest using all possible means, while the guest leaves everything up to the

host. It is a form of indirect communication, in which both the host and the guests work
together on an equal footing, showing courtesy to each other. The idea is well reflected in

the spirit of the tea ceremony.
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Tea began as a medicine and grew into a
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beverage. In China, in the eighth century, |
it entered the realm of poetry as one of

the polite amusements. The fifteenth =/ P E<T . BT 5
' LB M
century saw Japan ennoble it into a I cult: BE AL BB,
l. . f epi= . . Eh,/ THTIESLLEELBLLS
religion of aestheticism,—Teaism. Teaism e e T
is a cult founded on the adoration of the o e i
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everyday existence. It inculcates purity
and harmony, the mystery of mutual
charity, the romanticism of the social
order. It is essentially a worship of the

Imperfect, as it is a tender attempt to

ROBOEKR%E. “the Imperfect”.
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accomplish something possible in this
impossible thing we know as life.
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like two dragons tossed in a sea of vain : SBicstrive : BAF 5, regain :
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a sip of tea. The afternoon glow is
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brightening the bamboos, the fountains

are bubbling with delight, the soughing

of the pines is heard in our kettle. Let us e T T
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dream of evanescence, and linger in the

beautiful foolishness of things.
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