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:IE~ People need a rest from hard work and long Ezk *7’3‘9 7:!:(: 2 Kimonos are usually worn only on special occasions such as the tea
Eﬂ@:ttﬂd) commutes, and remember that theft is very rare. d)lif 'ﬂ_"('ﬂ'i)\? ceremony or New Year.
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Japanese to take a Train announcements are so frequent that people a kimono? Nowadays kimonos are regaining popularity partly because their

nap on the train? can wake before arriving at their destination. - traditional beauty appeals to fashion-conscious young people.
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Homes with tatami rooms are decreasing because most Japanese = o)ﬁB E b\.\ Japanese people eat a lot of fish and have a low-calorie diet. ZU.L\E%%&
are now used to Western-style houses. =|V/n S = o s
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372 BMA OB - TET, Does every home have Japanese people often walk or bicycle when commuting or -a-

Tatami mats are costly and require regular maintenance. a tatami room? shopping, which is good exercise. How do Japanese stay

ime
Also there are fewer tatami craftsmen than before. so shim
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RICEADIE Public baths have traditionally been the place for EARY)IES Due to the influence of Japan’s kimono culture,
ERLEDOTTH? communication, where people associate frankly while naked. h many women try to choose designs and colors suitable

X\ ! tﬁfj‘b\') to the season, the occasion and their age.

M=) N £l - D2y N < =

Don't you feel B SN TRL) AL IZ A SR ETEID T WS, are thire 2HUIE L3 HAR NS BHO A IR BLE
uncomfortable when naked HRLDITBERDILETT, iy fa,shiona,glc:a SRS DRIFE DS RT T
in & community bath or a To keep the water clean people wash before entering the bath, ladies in Japan ? , - °
ok sping bt 20 4 maur e e kot e The e developedtxom the Jupaness reterance os
£ L » HHE D T% ¥ MWHL, HBF 7 LK t A XD H S ¢ - S o AT
) o%é\zg%&%%\g%%?%%% 7§L$§tj§“g%$ %u\%%af@; T D N AF BB E BET,

A3 2 I=y N 3y 3 ~ N o — o N ~ - i -

A S A 3 3 N s - 3 e = < N % S Do~ = 71 v - J°TC o
PRI SIS A NS R A R AR RNA 0T £ RS ET 1, e ! A
?ﬁ TobDRE SRe KB Pf DL Ay LS CTULG L ;@ (& °7 €& In spring, many people suffer from cedar LTUL\3 AP
E%E*ﬁg%Hﬁu%ﬁﬁégégﬁhg&ﬁpg%%é—;ﬁigcﬁ}ak%\i polle,n_a,llergy.Masksareeffectwefor
AN I I B LT PO e
o N — q p=X IR [ A i i i = A= (&) -
“Rigg 70 BEEeLiLTEIGUELEY BiRsrfuln i) ool Lt ke ong-
- %= B 9 A I - 72 > N
SRR HORE IR I N PRSI L ORI T
i ; I 5?* | é 2 %ﬁ T T & 2 P R N s K A li‘ e A E')J In winter, masks can prevent cold germs from

spreading and the face from getting too dry.
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[FA3EA 11X “Excuse me.”(JefLLET) S

AA A 3G “Hello.” (b0l 0T 9) DEILEIK THDNEOT, ane B= ZIKLZ‘: B5aD FUPEIA I EIO,
T HEHA S LF LB > TOBDI TUBYIZE Ao KREPERE  KHOWMEATIRLELNIT,

gl Sumimajsen can also mean “Excuse me,” or “Hello,”‘ gcoording lio%”iétb Y Sta,t_ing desires or opiniong cl'ear*ly is often thought
T(L. ﬂi 60)'(?'7!‘)‘? to the situation, so they are not necessarily apologizing. 0)‘1 f‘ﬁ'{ 'a'fJ"? to disrupt the harmony within the group.
Why do the Japanese HAR NIZZERR TREL3IZ, - AN ARSI KBS TR,
often apologize, saying [+ A2EAJDBR TV sorry” LB > TLEVET, Why don’t Japanese NI Y A o o

) _ clearly state their S -
When speaking English, Japanese often say “sorry” to mean desires or opinions? Japanese think it more sophisticated to convey

“sumimasen” in a Japanese sense. their true feelings through indirect ways of expression.

“sumimasen”?
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Japanese I‘JI’efer0 to build trustful tabfazk*‘i %@W@li?]’@}\@iﬁ?’)‘&f’E‘&')ngléﬁij@!l«‘E%Z%@[ﬁ]?’ﬁﬁ)biﬂ“o $@0)E}Eﬁu€
relationships, and punctuality is thought an H# Fﬂﬂ (:g ")‘55 JUT fﬁ)aﬁ?S;ﬁzgdgﬁgghiiéﬁigm’S achievement owes much to the ﬁ?‘&?é@‘i
important factor to achieve them. WBDT _a_ 2 P p . t? L'('(j“b\?
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BHIIETHETRFRVIEETT, gvl?nycﬁ:p als 1) %%%P}(’E&-L&)Bh ¥o _ priority to the harmony
E?N:‘ }\%B%‘*Fnﬂa: IEliﬁ&: &Di@“o Having a group consensus can promote closer cooperation and within their group?

helps things go smoothly.

Many Japanese travel and comnmute by train,
which is very punctual. Naturally, people are punctual, too.
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E* *‘itabf Japanese think a standardized appearance is a Eif&é @5@4@‘?‘6&%&%“’(!«‘3:‘3‘0 )
. sign of high quality, so wearing a uniform makes %EJ | i Senpai usually have more experience
*I.I HE 1-7“ y}g a good impression. ' |_ than their junior fellows, so they are

1§'L \0)'('3"7’_)\'? thought to deserve respect.

Do you have to R BRI BELEERT
respect your “senpai”  ARFLRELE THAHRSIZLEDNITVET,

or seniors? Senpai are expected to be a role model,
giving necessary guidance to their juniors.
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Why do Japanese RDBERLRKSRIZE>TOVINMPIFALT,

prefer uniforms? Even when it comes to fruit and vegetables,
people prefer products that conform to some
expected shape and size.
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Why do the Japanese
work so hard?
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Roughly one in two women continues to work,
but less than half of those who do so have full-time employment.
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Lifetime employment remains common in many companies,
and in exchange for job security, people work hard.
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Japanese tend to conform to others, so they hesitate to
take days off when others are working hard.
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Now the government is trying to increase job opportunities for

Do Japanese women
continue to work after
marriage or childbirth?

women to continue to work.

.
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What does “freeter”
mean?
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Drinking with colleagues

exchange frank opinions.
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At the office, they seldom reveal their true feelings, so drinking
together can be a good lubricant.
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“Treeter” refers to young part-time workers excluding students and
housewives. Their number is increasing.
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The situation is worrisome because they are generally underpaid,
and have difficulty in finding full-time employment.
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Why do Japanese
often go out to drink
with their colleagues
after work?
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after work is a good chance for them to
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Why is the number of
NEETSs increasing in
Japan?
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Have consumer prices
risen recently?
(as of Oct. 2014)
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HADHZDHYHLREHDORILS AARZNAIE At TRILORCEEETS,

HARNEL T MR DH AR T v 20203 8o TR S OAA | 2535151013

ESUIOWOTEAI AR AN DEF E SRR E A TSI O 2 AU Z D 2 B T2,
SMTHEFE O ASAN/BRRX

- O S O O S e MM TE S S M T N B

FRRIE DOV ABE T RDBE 2/ 2DVHELCD T,
When people leave school or a job, it’s difficult to get
another opportunity.
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The economy has been rather weak in recent years,
making it hard for some people to find jobs.
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SEOEEBBRLERDBERDHLLDD,
ERINIII RS TETV: T,

Although there are effects of the consumption tax
increase this past spring, it is generally getting better.

MZEINEF > TR AP HOL,
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The weaker yen is great for exporters,
and the rising stock prices are benefiting investors.
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How is Japan’s

economy today?
(as of Oct. 2014)
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Because of the recent consumption tax increase and a weaker yen,
consumer prices have been rising.
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For foreign visitors to Japan, the higher prices are more than
offset by the weaker yen.
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Why are streets and

buildings in Japan so

clean?
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The population density in cities is very high, so living in compact
residences is unavoidable.
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Today, a small nuclear family is the norm, so people don’t need

large living quarters.
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Is it safe for school
children to go to
school alone?
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The Japanese custom of keeping their surroundings clean comes
from the Shinto religion’s idea of purification.
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The emphasis on cleanliness developed from Japan’s climatic
conditions in which harmful germs easily spread.
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Don’t Japanese feel

that their homes are
too small?
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For safety and security, children customarily
go to school in a group with the children from
the same area.
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Parents usually don’t accompany children to school
except when there is some problem or danger.
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poiops L Auag BN aiadoce ol B R TS E ey
D} AW % Sl horE og B ? PR E 0o A 5 @ c 227 BE5 In Japan, crime rates remain very low, Eé(i-,-‘égb’/}
TEIXF XM 2 & s g H A R/ S % B v 3 d @ kF s n ii while the crime-arrest ratiofremains high.
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° 3 f: T T ES B b W3 °H 3 oo o BF A A closely-knit networks involving koban, or police boxes.
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Most Japanese follow both Buddhism and Japan’s indigenous
LTULEdHh? religion, Shinto. |
What religions do ISR EDOD T T MNE I B R EMABUZ DL TITL ‘i?;o

Japanese mainly Japanese people rely on Shinto rites for happy occasions such as
follow? weddings, and on Buddhism for funerals.
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Under the constitution, the Emperor is the symbol of Japan and of 0L
e

the unity of the Japanese people.
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The Emperor has no political powers, and performs various rituals

such as appointing specific government members.
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Are most Japanese
familiar with the tea
ceremony and Japanese
flower arrangement?
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Not all Japanese are familiar with them.
They are mainly practiced by women to
acquire good manners.
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Their popularity is increasing, and more

people practice them to learn about traditional
Japanese culture.
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There are only male actorg in Kabuki. Female roles are performed é E %ﬁgf

by specialized actors called “onnagata”. ZK% _( _a_ 75‘ "
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are only male actors

In Kabuki’s early development, female stage performances were in Kabuki?
banned, which resulted in Kabuki’s male-only tradition.
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