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BEAR. ESLTERDMOBRICRDD?

Why do Japanese wrap their gifts so elaborately?

pEED O] ICIFRWEEAHDET, & Japanese wrapping culture has a long history. Wrap-

PERTEEOER, HAOBHRIYE [FTHN]
MEFEAEELTRELEU

ping items with paper developed as a way to protect

religious offerings from evil.

PIDEZADBOYICERATNZDTYT, D  —The same thinking applies to gifts. Wrapping gifts

WETEICEETZIOE. BITIMBAICHEEH
RERTAERDTY,

elaborately is a way to show your sincerity and respect
toward the recipient.

pENRIC. AAAIABERELEUDHFTEZN  —Also, Japanese tend to associate appearance with

520T, BOYEEL(BET BT, FHR
EEZBIHICRYRDTY, ZYEV T DK%
A BHEELHED, ETHARTT,

quality, so wrapping gifts beautifully is important for
making a good impression. There are even workshops
on the art of wrapping that are quite popular.

P THEN T, BEFEOB NS, BELEE  Nowadays, however, more and more shoppers are
ERIBYEHEITVWETD, choosing simpler wrapping to be more ecofriendly.

* elaborately: & AYIC, - offering: (IAD) 4, #A4. evil: B, JH%apply to: ~ITEMAENS /sincerity: xS, MR/
recipient; £13F /associate A with B: A B&#UDI5. OO TELD

WE-&HMbRLY

Q. BEEFAEF. E5-BEOMOTHMEZETCICEY

V> TRITRWD?

Why don’t Japanese tear open the wrapping as

soon as they receive a gift?

—For Japanese people, how a gift is wrapped is
almost as important as the gift itself. Tearing
open a meticulously wrapped gift in front of the
giver is considered rude.

—And some people remove the wrap-
ping paper carefully so they can
use it again.

—Most Japanese people place great R

84 |IIOWZOEBTEASZYRY
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importance on being reserved and courteous,
so it's customary not to open a gift on the spot.
—Among family or close friends, however, people
may open a gift on the spot.
—When giving a gift, we tend to downplay its
value and say something like "I got this for you.
It's nothing, really.”

ktear open: ~%H>THIF5 /meticulously: #l:D®
FREINST, FEEICTEIC ‘rude: TEER, ila/
remove: ~&HYR<. 13859/ place importance on:
~%EMT D reserved: X HM EREHBERS
courteous: fLEEIELL, T2/ /customary: BH
L&o>TW3 /on the spot: ZDIFTTIC/

) downplay: ~% (RIRLYE) BRS, ADICET
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EBRERARE, ESLTZEABICATED?

Why are high school baseball tournaments so popular in Japan?

©CAERSICHBLES!

pASICHIBT 20, AFORLEMFE P —The teams that play in those tournaments represent

BefRERT2F— LT, £HEGNNHKTE2E
ICEFREINE T, BAFOAD, HTPHS
HWOF—LOHEZRTED EHBDTT,

each of Japan’s prefectures or regions, and every game
is broadcast live nationwide by NHK. People across the
country get excited to see their hometown teams play-
ing.

pEAREE, BECES>TTIAFRADEEF  —And for the players, the tournaments are a gateway to

THEHBDT, AT FIFEFEFICERL
F9, ZL<OBRICESTE, FFEDRY—FR

FERDIIDELHBHZIDTT, stars.

* represent: ~%{{& 75, prefecture: #EMFE broadcast...live: &£ MRT S,
4 ik 35/ nationwide: £ E R hometown: HiTT D BT D, #IB OB D,/ media
focus: XFATDER, EPHLIRE,spot: ~DRY%EDIFD BEEDIID
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Q. BETAKOBWEEORR—VIE?

What Western sports are popular in Japan?

—One is baseball, which has the longest history in
Japan as far as Western sports go.

—There are little leagues for elementary school
children all over the country, and high schoot
leagues, professional leagues and amateur
leagues sponsored by corporations are also
popular.

—Baseball and softball are among the official
Olympic sports in the upcoming 2020 Tokyo
Olympic Games.

*kas far as...goes: - ICBELTWAIL, - ICR>TVW A /amateur
league sponsored by corporations: /> 7ODOREMY—Y

'/ BAORBEERETHALLS! (7TA. 8R)
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On Marine Day, the third Monday of July, we give
! thanks for the blessings of the sea and wish for
i Japan’s prosperity as a maritime nation.
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the professional game, so there’s media focus on the
best players, and many fans enjoy trying to spot future

Q. Hyh—6BETAKSLWR?

Soccer is also popular in Japan, isn’t it?

—Yes, it is. Since the founding of the Japan Pro-
fessional Football League, or J.L.eague, in 1991,
many regional teams have been established
throughout the country.

—The league officially kicked off in 1993, greatly
boosting the sport's popularity among Japa-
nese people.

—Today, soccer is just as popular as baseball.

—There's also keen interest in tennis, golf and
boxing. Volleyball and figure skating are popular
too, particularly among women.

*founding: (1B#%e& D) AR, 3%37/kick off: Bt T2, F4ERIID/
boost: ~%18387 5. BmH3./keen interest in: ~~\D3EE D
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On Mountain Day, August 11th, we enjoy moun-

tains and show our appreciation for them.

*blessings: B, B prosperity: %5 /maritime nation: &%

E R,/ show one's appreciation for: ~{ZBHDOTFFEETT
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