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Why are those children dressed up in traditional Japanese clothes?
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Do the ages of 3, 5 and 7 have some special sig-
nificance?

—In the old days, when child mortality was much
higher than it is now, children who grew health-
ily to the age of 7 were considered gifts from the
gods.

—And because odd numbers are considered aus-
picious in Japan, people developed a custom of
celebrating when children reached the
ages of 3, 5and 7.
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—They’re taking part in the Shichigosan Festival.

—People celebrate and pray for the healthy growth of
3- and 7-year-old girls and 3- and 5-year-old boys.

—It's held every year on or around November 15th.

—People take their children to a nearby shrine to receive
protection and blessings from the gods.

— After visiting a shrine, some families have a special

dinner with their children’s grandparents.
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What's in those long paper bags that many of the

children have?
—They contain long, red and white sticks of candy

called chitose-ame, or “thousand-year candy.”
Their length symbolizes longevity.
—The candy sticks are considered lucky items, rep-
resenting parents' hopes that their children will
enjoy long and healthy lives.
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Halloween celebrations in Japan seem more like cosplay events. Why is that?
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—Before the 1990s, only a few places in Japan held
Halloween celebrations, and they usually followed the
American model.

—But then, places like Tokyo Disneyland started holding
Halloween events, and various Halloween-themed
products began appearing on the market.

—And the rise of social media also played a big part in

making Halloween parades and parties enormously
popular.

—Such events soon developed a typically Japanese fla-

vor. They became opportunities to dress
up not only as witches and devils but as
various other characters too.

—Halloween celebrations in Japan
thus merged with the Japanese
pop culture of cosplay.
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I'd like to take part in a Halloween parade or party
this year. Where can | buy costumes and props?
—Stores like Tokyu Hands and Don Quijote have

costumes, props and even cosmetics for Hal-
loween cosplay.
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—You can also get them at 100-yen shops and
from some online stores.

—Have fun! But take care not to leave any party
litter behind!
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On Culture Day, November 3rd, we express our
love of peace and freedom, and promote culture.
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On Labor Thanksgiving Day, November 23rd, we
celebrate labor and production, and give thanks
for one another’s efforts.
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