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Why does the Japanese school year start in April?
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—in 1886, the government decided that the fiscal year
would start on April 1st and end on March 31st.

—The school year was synchronized with the fiscal year
for budgetary reasons.

—For many Japanese, school graduation and entrance cer-

emonies are strongly associated with

the season of cherry blossoms.

pAELEANICABHEDTIN BANSOE  —Universities basically start the
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* school year: $1XFEE /fiscal year: LEERE/syn-
chronize A with B: ADBS#i% B& & DS budget-
ary: FE®,/be associated with: ~iilitixts /ad-
mission: 23 AN, A2 /transfer: (KRELET) RATD

school year in April, but some
also have September admis-
sions for students transferring
from other countries.
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Q. BOSHEERBEIRBEDICBD?

Why was the government’s fiscal year set to start

in April?

—Back then, the government’s main source of rev-
enue was tax collected from rice farmers.

—The tax was paid after the rice was harvested in
autumn, so the government wouldn’'t have had
enough time to draw up a budget by January 1st.

—Another reason is that the Meiji government fol-
lowed British examples for many of its institutions,
and the British fiscal year started in April.

% be set to do: ~FBEEHLND  back then: LB, FlE/
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Does the fiscal year of Japan’s private sector also

start in April?

— About 70 percent of listed companies in Japan
begin their fiscal year in April.

__But more and more global enterprises are start-
ing their fiscal year in January to consolidate the
accounting of their Japanese and overseas oper-
ations.

# private sector: EM&F/listed company: #HALFEES
global enterprise: #0—/UL{5E/ consolidate accounting: &
AT S operation: W PEHPTHLE,
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| learned that the current emperor is going to abdicate soon.

—That’s right. He’s scheduled to abdicate on April 30th,
and the current crown prince will succeed to the throne
on the following day, May 1st.

—An imperial succession involves a series of special events
and rituals, such as the sokui no rei enthronement cere-
mony and the Daijosai, or Great Thanksgiving Ritual.

—To celebrate the enthronement, May 1st will be added to
this year's Golden Week national holidays, making a
block of 10 consecutive days, including two weekends.
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Q. RERKMILE>TLEDNBIFE, ESVSERR?
The emperor’s position is often called symbolic.

What does that mean?

Q. ESULTRBEHBBORAZESD?
Why do you number years by both the gengo and
the Christian Era systems?

—The current Constitution of Japan states that the
emperor is “the symbol of the State and of the
unity of the people.”

—This means that the emperor plays only ceremo-
nial roles and has no political powers.

—Before the end of World War I, political and mili-
tary leaders were able to legitimize their decisions
in the emperor's name, which led to
militarism and ultranationalism.

Meiji — Taisho —
Showa —Heisei =777

—FEra names have been used in Japan since the
7th century.

—After World War I, Japan adopted the Christian
Era system but kept using the era names as well.

—Some people criticize this use of two systems
as troublesome.

—But others want to keep the era names, be-

cause they evoke the events and

mood of each historical period.
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EXF. éﬁ%} : the crown prince

22 the Imperial Palace

=R : the Imperial Household
Agency

*number: ~Z#HS%i&% / Christian Era: BEE ./
era name: £%. WS adopt: ~EEHATE/
troublesome: LN, HikEL ~evoke: (BEiA
E&) FOEIT

E—MRSE 1 a visit (by members of
the general public) to the imperial
Palace to see the imperial family
and celebrate New Year
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On Vernal Equinox Day, March 20th or 21st, we

cherish nature and all living things.
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