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English as an invitation
to a world of positivity
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Ayumi Tanaka radiates positive
energy, and it’s hard to imagine her
ever getting in a funk. Tanaka attri-
butes a large part of that good vibe
to her English prowess. i

“I was never the type to aspire to
be like everyone else, and English
was my passport to being different
and individualistic, and to feeling
confident about who I am.”

Tanaka is a teacher at CEL (Cre-
ative English Learning) English
Solutions, a school geared toward
qualification for Tour-Guide Inter-
preter, Eiken 1 and improvement of
TOEIC scores and overall English
proficiency. She has a reputation
for taking a clear, simple approach
to English learning, with a knack
for comprehensive teaching at
whatever level her students happen
to be. From raw beginners to sea-
soned learners, Tanaka’s students
find her classes inspiring and easy
to understand.

Tanaka grew up in Yokohama,
the famed international port city
that has been welcoming foreign-
ers since the mid-19th century.

“Once, when I was a child I was
watching an ocean liner at the har-
bor. A procession of foreign people
got out and started walking along
the pier and the scene was some-
how riveting. I realized that be-
yond the ocean was a whole other
world, one that I had never seen.
And suddenly, I wanted to go out
there myself.”

It helped that Tanaka’s grand-
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mother ran a boarding house that
housed some foreign students.
Whenever she went over, “there
were people from other countries
to talk to and make friends with.”

Still, Tanaka didn’t study English
until her first year of junior high —
just like everyone else in the Japa-
nese school system at the time.

“But right away, I wanted to be
really good at it,” she says. “I start-
ed listening to the English conver-
sation programs on NHK Radio
every day and never missed a pro-
gram. In those days, Marsha Kra-
kower was the teacher and I be-
came an ardent fan. I tried to say
out loud sentences she spoke.”

Later, Tanaka met her idol in per-
son, when she tried out for a “port
guide” job sponsored by the city o
Yokohama. %

“Marsha Krakower was the per-
son interviewing the candidates! I
was so thrilled.”

Tanaka loves English as a lan-
guage.

“I love Japanese too, but English
enables me to have a different per-
spective on the world, and to ex-
pand my horizons. And the pronun-
ciations of the words are beautiful
to listen to. Overall, I remain just as
enamored with the language as my
first year of studying it,” she says,
and adds, “My feeling is that Eng-
lish never betrays you. If you keep
at it and remain dedicated, I guaran-
tee that it will turn your life around
for the better.” (Kaori Shoji)
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COURTESY OF AYUMI TANAKA

Words to live by

Happiness is not a goal. It’s a by-prod-
uct of a life well lived.
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